
The growth of industrialism between 1860-1914 increased Europe’s industrial capacity. 

(What is happening in the US between 1860-1914?)(What is happening in the US between 1860-1914?)

Economically this growth expanding Europe’s political, economic, and social institutions 

into what we see today. 

Nation-states expanding their bureaucracies. Competing political parties arose. Large 

corporations came to dominate the business world. Labor unions began to organize. White 

collar workers rose in numbers and Socialism gained widespread acceptance. 

Europeans ignored one vital fact—their dependence on the world at large. They assumed 

their supremacy was a permanent fixture. 
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Rapid growth of European population from 1850-1910. After 1910 the birth and death 

rates in Europe stabilized or declined. rates in Europe stabilized or declined. 

The developed countries/undeveloped countries differentials have existed ever since 

placing pressure on resources. 

Factors related to movement: 

Freeing of the serfs lessened authority and control

Railways, steamships, better roads made for greater mobility

Cheap land and better wages provided the pull to the Americas, Australia

Within Europe the migration continued to be from rural to urban

Between 1846-1932—50 million Europeans left their homelands. 

After mid-century largest groups from Great Britain (Ireland), Scandanavia, Germany. Led to 

the Europeanization of the world. 
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German industrial growth was stunning and especially in steel production (surpasses GB in 
1893 and over doubled by WWI). Major factor leading up to the war was German industrial 1893 and over doubled by WWI). Major factor leading up to the war was German industrial 
expansion. 

Like in America, the expansion of trains expanded development in Europe. New industries 
emerged. At first industries built on existing but the emerging of new industries spurred the 
Second Industrial Revolution. 

1850’s—Bessamer Process. Henry Bessamer, and English engineer discovered a way to 
mass produce steel at a cheaper price. Example: 1860 Germany, Belgium, France, and GB 
produced 125,000 tons of steel. 1913—32 million tons

Chemical industry—largely the results of research and development. Direct link between 
research and industry of which Germany quickly became the leader. 

Most significant change—application of electricity to the production process. (First public 
power plant—1881 in GB). Lights in homes subway systems, street cars. 

Internal Combustion Engine—Gottlieb Daimler . French has initial lead. Henry Ford made it 
accessible to the masses. New demand of steel, demand for petroleum products. 

Despite the new industries, the second half of the 19th century was not a period of 
uninterrupted growth. Bad weather, competition forced European farmers to immigrate. 

Farm products from the America put added pressures on European crops

Refrigerated ships, steamships, etc. 

Economic slump in 1873. Pockets of unemployment (term developed here), strikes labor, 
unrest. New forms of market, urbanization, lowering of food prices ultimately fed the new 
marketing and production. 
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60 years prior to WWI were the age of the Middle Class. 

The owners of great businesses and banks—enlarged this class. Under them were the 

comfortable class of entrepreneurs, and professionals. Rise of nonmanual laborers—the 

petite bourgeoisie. 

Significant stresses and tensions existed within this group. Resentment of those who were 

richer, more affluent, educated. Those on the fringe of the middle class feared loosing it to 

bad economic times. 

(Bicycle history—first mass produced means of transportation in 1880-1900). First invented 

in Germany 1817—wood, could  not control the speed. Metal frames, pneumatic tires, and 

invention by the Michelin brothers of the inner tube. Invented new clothing lines for 

bicyclists. Cycling tours, recreation. For women the bicycle helped to liberate but also a 

fashion statement. “Bloomers” _.

4



Migration to cities had distinctive effects: poor housing, social anonymity, and 
unemployment (never possessed the right kinds of skills). unemployment (never possessed the right kinds of skills). 

Because of the pressures placed on urban centers, local governments worked to redesign 
the European city. (Paris—grew from Middle Ages on—but without a plan or design. Seine 
River was an open sewer. Major problems with crowding and streets and the design led to 
urban insurrection which was of concern to Napoleon III. 

1853-1870—Major redesign of Paris. Broad boulevards replaced narrow streets. Most of 
the street planning was political. While beautiful they allowed for rapid deployment of 
troops to put down insurrections. Prevention of baracades. Political also in that it provided 
thousands of jobs in both the government and private sector. 

Under the Third Republic department stores, office complexes, largely middle class 
apartments were constructed. Subway, trams, new rail stations connected city with 
suburbs. 

The redesign displaced people and both the middle class (to escape congestion) and the 
slum dwellers looked to live elsewhere. Gave rise to suburbs worldwide.  The breadwinners 
worked in the city and could live farther away from the city center. 

The world of home and of work became more separated than ever before. 

The efforts of government and of the increasingly conservative middle class and their 
desires to preserve public order after 1848 also raised the concern for sanitation. Wide 
spread feeling that only when the health and housing of the working class were inproved
would the middle class health and political stability improve. 

Great Cholera epidemics of 1830-1840 (struck all classes—middle class demanded action). 
Foul smelling air—miasmas=disease. 1840s growing sensibilities about health and filth. 
New water and sewer systems resulted. Led to an expansion of government power. (GB 
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By the end of the 19th century women and men led lives reflective of their social rank. 
Women (economically dependent and legally inferior)Women (economically dependent and legally inferior)

European women had certain social diabilities: Property rights, family law, education. 

Until the last part of the century, European women could not hold property in their own 
name regardless of social status. No independent standing before the law and because 
private property and wage earnings were the basis of English society—this greatly 
hampered freedom to work, to save, to move from one location to another. 

1882-GB passed Married Woman’s Property Act-

France—women could not own even a savings acct until 1895 and gained possession of 
their wages until 1907. 

Germany—1900 allowed women to take jobs w/o their husband’s permission, but husband 
still controlled everything else. 

Family Law- Women as legal minors, Divorce was limited to cruelty or injury but has to be 
proven in court. Extramarital affairs were more tolerated among men than women. Proof in 
court make it more expensive and difficult for women who did not control their own 
property. 

Father—could take the children, allowed the daughter to marry, had total custody even if 
he had mistreated them in the past. Contraception and abortion were illegal and rape 
usually worked more against the women than in her favor. 

Women had much less access to education than men. Many more illiterate women than 
men. Men feared that educating women would overcrowd the professions. Women who 
pioneered in professions faced ostracization, humiliation, outright bigotry. They were so 
acclimated to the cultural roles that to step outside those roles was difficult. 
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In Germany in 1896—80,000 worked in the “putting out system” 

Wages were subject to exploitation. 

The economic vulnerablility and poverty opened the door to prostitution. Legal on the 
continent and minimal legislation in GB

Middle Class—Cult of Domesticity- part of an understanding of social life. The home was to 
be a private place of refuge. Women’s journals arose talking about the ideal home and how 
it should be ordered. 

Home as the center of virtue, children, and the respectable life. Marriages arranged to 
promote economic good for the family. 1st child in first year. Nurtured and cared for at 
home. Life as a dutiful daughter, wife, mother. 

In charge of home—advertising. She was a reflection of her father’s and then her husband’s 
worldly success

Religion has a role. In France—RCC—had to attend mass and see to the religious instruction 
of the children. Charged with observing meatless Fridays, internalized meekness and 
passivity. Charity. 

Acceptance of a small family size to enjoy a higher level of living. 

What prevented many women from supporting feminine causes? 

1918—women over 30 gained the right to vote. German women in 1919. 
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Major accomplishment of Liberalism was the emancipation of Jews from a life in the ghetto 

to near equal citizenship. Moved at different paces in different countries. to near equal citizenship. Moved at different paces in different countries. 

Prior limitations on land ownership, voting, full citizenship began to change in the 1800s. 

Rights gained could also be lost with the change of rulers. In Poland and Russia the 

traditional discrimination continued until WWI. 

There they were treated as aliens: internal passports, could not print books, restricted 

living areas, banned from areas of state service, excluded from institutions of higher 

learning. Polgroms were allowed—legal riots against Jewish neighborhoods and villages. 

After the revolutions of 1848 for the next 30 years things changed for the Jews and hopes 

were kindled that discrimination was a thing of the past. (Rothchilds—Lionel of England 

elected to Parliament but could not take the oath of office until it was abolished in 1858. 

Banking. 

Situation decayed in the last two decades. Economic stagnation and blame placed on 

Jewish Bankers. Revived anti-semitism in 1880s. Most believed it temporary. 
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Growth in unskilled workers for the first time exceeded artisans and skilled workers. 

After 1848—decline in rioting as a means of expressing grievances. New ideas: trade unions, 
democratic parties, socialism. 

Trade Unions- Legal protections to unions after 1850—GB-1871, France- 1884, Germany 1890.

Worked to improve wages and living conditions. Rise of strikes as the most effective way to get 
grievances addressed. (Most of population never unionized during this period). But a new way to 
confront the social struggles of the society. 

Except for Russia, all major European states adopted broad-based if not perfectly democratic 
electoral systems in the late 19th century. Broad universal suffrage meant politicians could no 
longer ignore the working class. 

Rise of broad political parties like in America emerged. The electorate had to be organized and 
trained in the use of power. (Electorate whose level of political awareness and consciousness was 
low.) 

Party—with its newspapers were the vehicle to power and socialists were the most adept at using 
the tools, forcing those in power into dealing with them. Socialist parties were divided over 
whether revolution or political reform were the best routes to change for the worker. This was 
especially true of those who followed Karl Marx. These battles shaped the whole of Europe.

9



1864—British and French trade unionists founded the International Working Men’s Association. Called the 
First International. Membership composed of radical types including socialists, anarchists, and Polish First International. Membership composed of radical types including socialists, anarchists, and Polish 
nationals. 

Inaugural address—Karl Marx-approved workers efforts within the system. In his private writings he often 
disapproved such efforts at reform. But these writings were suppressed. 

Marx has declared the Paris Commune as a “genuine proletarian uprising” –had raised serious issued for 
socialism throughout Europe. French officials used the uprising to suppress socialist activities. 

First international eventually moved to the US where it dissolved in 1876. Despite its short life the First 
International had an effect that far outweighed his life. 

Provided a forum for debate. Allowed Marxism to emerge as the single most important strand of socialism. 
Marx’s ideas deeply impressed German socialists and quickly established the most powerful socialist party in 
Europe. The full development would later involve non-Marxists from GB. 

GB—most advanced industrial country of the day—no great socialist inroads. They generally supported 
Liberal Party Candidates. At least up until 1901 when the House of Lords removed the legal protections 
enjoyed over union funds. 

The Trades Union Congress in response launched the Labour Party. Election of 1906—sent 29 members to 
Parliament. The British labor movement also became more militant during the period. Strikes became the 
tool of choice. Government took on new role of mediating strikes. 

The Fabian Society—1884- Britain’s most influential socialist group. Interested in modes of collective 
ownership. Called the gas and water socialist. 

The Liberal and Conservative parties reacted slowly. Major move was the National Insurance Act of 1911. 
Unemployment benefits and national health care. 
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The German Social Democratic Party was formed in 1875. It was immediately divided 
between those who advocated revolution and others who looked for change through between those who advocated revolution and others who looked for change through 
government. 

12 yrs of persecution under Bismarck forged the character of the SPD. (Used an 
assassination attempt on Emperor William I to forge through anti-socialist legislation). 
Legislation resulted in loss of job and be outside the mainstream of respectable German 
life—but even with this the SPD continued to gain in the Reichstag. 

In the fact of repression failing, Bismarck instituted social reforms: health insurance, 
accident insurance, old age and disability pensions/ Provided an alternative to socialism. 

Erfurt Program- 1891- Marist critique of capitalism: doomed and socialist ownership of 
means of production imminent. SPD while hostile to the German Empire functioned 
through its institutions. 

SPD challenged the orthodox views of Marxism. Eduard Bernstein (1850-1932)—
Evolutionary Socialism—questioned the pessimistic views of capitalism and the necessity of 
revolution. These doctrines came to be known as Revisionism and generated much debate 
among German socialists who eventually condemned them—but advocated the course of 
Bernstein. 

The trade union members were prospering within the German institutions and did not 
want revolution and grassroots members wanted to be patriotic Germans as well as good 
socialists. So the SPD worked for electoral gains, expansion of membership. And short-term 
political and social gains. Became an important counterbalance to the other German 
institutions. 
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1890s Russia enters the Industrial Age ( 50-75 years behind Europe)

Unlike other countries had to deal with political discontent and economic development at the same 
time. Russian socialism was marked by the juxtaposition of these two realities. 

Tsar Alexander III and Nicholas II—determined to make Russia an industrial power. 

Count Sergei Witte (1849-1915) took on the new program of planned economic development, 
protective tariffs, high taxes, putting the currency on the gold standard, efficiency in government 
and business. 

Between 1890-1904 Russian rail expanded. Coal, pig-iron, steel productions rose, Textiles 
expanded. Factory system was used extensively. 

Industrialism brought discontent: Landowners resented foreign capitalists, peasants resented their 
taxes funding things that did not improve their lives. Small but powerful industrial proletariat 
emerged. 1900 3 million factory workers working and living in poor conditions with no protections. 

In the countryside—similar problems. Russian agriculture still suffered from the emancipation of 
the serfs. Taxes were excessive and grain prices kept falling. Too little land to support your family. 
From 1860-1914 Russian population grew from 50 million to 103 million. Frequent uprisings. 
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The situation with Russian Socialists was considerably different from other European 
Socialist groups. Socialist groups. 

* Absence of any representative institutions
*small working class
*Compromises were meaningless and Russian socialists came to believe that 

revolution was the only effective means for change. 
* Repressive Tsarist Regime forced the Russian Social Democratic Party to 

function in exile. 

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (1870-1924)- Studied law at St. Petersburg and joined radical 
worker’s groups. Arrested in 1895 and sent into exile in Siberia until 1900. Lived 17 years in 
Switzerland. 

Involved in the exiled Social Democratic Party but drove a wedge between those who 
advocated revolution and others who advocated for social change. Lenin substituted the 
belief in a broad working class as the base of change for a small, dedicated, nondemocratic 
revolutionary party for the Marxist broad proletariat. 

1903 London Congress of the Russian Social Democratic Party—divided between the 
Bolsheviks—”majority”  favoring party of elite prpofessionals who would 

provide the working class with centralized leadership
Mensheviks—”minority”  favoring a party with a large mass membership like 

the German SPD. 
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1903 Industrialism and its criticism rising. Tsar starts war with Japan and loses the war. 

Japanese take Port Royal—naval base in China. Instead of rallying support for the Tsar—Japanese take Port Royal—naval base in China. Instead of rallying support for the Tsar—

creates an internal crisis. 

January 22, 1905 an Orthodox priest leads a march on the Winter Palace to present the 

Tsar with a list of grievances about change for the poor. The Russian Army attacks, killing 40 

people and wounding hundreds. As word spreads large angry crowds gather in the city and 

the military shoot more people. Bloody Sunday becomes a turning point and large #s o 

Russians come to believe they can no longer trust the Tsar and his government. 

Next 10 months rebellion spreads. Worker groups—soviets control most of the city. 

Nicholas II issues the October Manifesto which promises the Russian people a 

Constitutional Government. Nicholas forms a Duma a representative body but the first and 

second were too radical and he dissolves them. The third is elected  based on a more 

conservative electorate but the Tsar held appointments, finance for himself. 

Rasputin—power to heal their hemophiliac son. Strange, cultic guy and he undermined the 

Tsar and family. Government in question after 1911. 
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